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SUBJECT: CALABRIAN POLITICIANS COMMENT ON MAY ADMINISTRATIVE ELECTIONS 

REF: ROME 5462 

1 . BRIEF CONOFF TRIP TO CALABRIAN PROVINCIAL CAPITALS (COSENZA, 

CATANZARO AND REGGIO CALABRIA) PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRE- 
LIMINARY SAMPLING OF LOCAL POLITICAL OPINIONS ON MAY 14 ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE ELECTIONS AND CONTENT REFTEL. INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED INCLUDED 
MAYORS AND OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AS WELL AS PARTY REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. THEY WERE PRIMARILY DC OR PSI. SOMEWHAT CONSOLIDATED OPINIONS 
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FOLLOW. 

2. ALL THOSE QUERIED CONSIDERED AN ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN UNDER PRESENT 
POLITICAL CONDITIONS TO BE AWKWARD. THEY STRESSED THAT MAY 14 ELEC- 
TIONS IN CALABRIA PRIMARILY INVOLVE SMALL TOWNS (NO PROVINCIAL 
CAPITALS) AND LOCAL ISSUES; THEREFORE THEY NEED NOT BE HIGHLY 
CHARGED POLITICALLY. YET IN THOSE TOWNS WITH 20,000 OR MORE INHAB- 
ITANTS PARTY COMPETITION WILL BE VIGOROUS. CITY OFFICIALS AND PARTY 
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REPRESENTATIVES AGREED THAT SHARP IDEOLOGICAL POLEMIC SHOULD AND 
WOULD BE AVOIDED BUT DISTINCT PARTY POSITIONS REITERATED. THEY WERE 
ALL OF THE OPINION THAT THE DC WILL GAIN ON MAY 14 BECAUSE OF THE 
MORO KIDNAPPING AND PUBLIC ORDER ISSUE. IN SPITE OF ITS EFFORTS PCI 
NOT YET SEEN AS THE PARTY OF LAW AND ORDER. PARTY SYMBOLS AND HIS- 
TORICAL BAGGAGE CANNOT BE SCRAPPED AT WILL. PCI NOT EXPECTED TO GAIN. 
ONE REPUBLICAN PROVINCIAL SECRETARY AND A DC MAYOR. HOWEVER, FEARED 
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THAT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MORO CASE (DIVISION IN GOVERNMENT, AMONG 
THE PARTIES, SENSATIONAL REVELATIONS, OTHER SHOCKS) MIGHT OCCUR IN A 
WAY AND WITH A TIMING TO ADVERSELY AFFECT THE DC VOTE TO PCI AD- 
VANTAGE. 

3. PSI STRATEGY AS DESCRIBED BY PROVINCIAL SECRETARIES SEEMED IN- 
CONSISTENT. CALABRIAN PSI OFFICIALS TOLD CONOFF THAT DC GAINS IN 
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LARGER CITIES LIKE CROTONE (54,000) WOULD ENABLE THE PSI TO PULL OUT 
OF LEFTIST ADMINISTRATIONS AND JOIN THE DC IN NEW CENTER-LEFT AR- 
RANGEMENTS. PSI OFFICIALS ALSO EXPRESSED UNHAPPINESS AT PCI ATTEMPTS 
TO DOMINATE LEFTIST CITY GIUNTAS WITH OR WITHOUT SOCIALIST MAYORS. 
HOWEVER, THE COSENZA PSI SECRETARY (WHO WAS IN MAY 14 STRATEGY SES- 
SION WITH PCI COUNTERPART AS CONOFF MADE CALL) NOTED THAT PCI AND PSI 
HAD AGAIN AGREED TO JOIN TOGETHER IN TOWNS WITH UNDER 5,000 INHAB- 
ITANTS (NOT PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION) IN ORDER TO COMPETE WITH DC 
CANDIDATES. PSI OFFICIALS FELT THAT THEIR PARTY WOULD DO WELL IN AD- 
MINISTRATIVE ELECTIONS IN CALABRIA BECAUSE THE PSI MAYORS IN ALMOST 
ONE THIRD OF CALABRIAN TOWNS GENERALLY ARE CONSIDERED "GOOD ADMINIS- 
TRATORS" AND BECAUSE THEY FELT THE TURIN CONGRESS IMPROVED PARTY 
IMAGE. 

4. IN SUM CALABRIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PARTY OFFICIALS WERE OF THE 
OPINION THAT, IRRESPECTIVE OF LOCAL NATURE OF ADMINISTRATIVE ELEC- 
TIONS, THE DC WILL ADVANCE POLITICALLY ON MAY 14 AND AS DIRECT RE- 
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SULT OF MOROIDNAPPING/PUBLIC ORDER PROBLEM. SOME SAY DC FAITHFUL.AT 
LEAST TEMPORARILY, REVITALIZED AND WILLING TO BE COUNTED IN THE PIAZ- 
ZA EVEN WHERE DC PRESENCE HAD RECENTLY BEEN HARD TO DETECT. PSI 
OFFICIALS VISUALIZED POSSIBLE SHIFT FROM THE CURRENT SUPPORT FOR 
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LEFTIST GIUNTAS IN SOME TOWNS TO CENTER-LEFT ARRANGEMENTS BASED ON 
DC GAINS AND PSI CONGRESS. YET PSI TACTICAL ALLIANCE WITH PCI TO 
PREVENT DC DOMINATION OF SMALL TOWNS WILL APPARENTLY CONTINUE. 

5. REGARDING OTHER QUESTIONS RAISED REFTEL, LOCAL CALABRIAN POLL 
TICIANS CONSIDER PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI VERY CAPABLE. FOR SOME 
THIS MEANS "SLY AND MANIPULATIVE", WHILE FOR OTHERS HIS CAPABILITY 
APPROACHES "STATEMANSHIP". ATTITUDES TOWARD THIS GOI WERE MIXED. 

IN REGGIO FOR EXAMPLE, THE DC AND OTHERS EXPRESSED LITTLE CONFIDENCE 
IN ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT'S ABILITY TO RESOLVE TOUGH ECONOMIC/SOCIAL 
ISSUES BUT MOST FELT SOMETHING COULD BE DONE TO IMPROVE LAW EN- 
FORCEMENT. NO ONE CONSIDERED A NATIONAL EMERGENCY GOVERNMENT THE 
ANSWER TO ITALY'S SEVERAL CRISES. THAT KIND OF CAMPAIGN WILL NOT 
ORIGINATE IN THE SOUTH. COLANTONIO. 
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